Belgium WP2 -D6

Content

Introduction

Variable HS020:
Arrears on utility bills (electricity, water, gas)
Comments
1 : Analysis according to Household Type
2 : Analysis according to tenure status
3 : Analysis according to Degree of Urbanization
4 : Andysis according to Dwelling Type
5 : Analysis according to Total Disposal Household Income
Conclusions

Variable HHO040:

Leaking roof, damp walls/floors/foundation, or rot in window frames or floor
Comments

: Analysis according to Household Type

: Analysis according to Employment Status

: Analysis according to Degree of Urbanization

. Analysis according to Dwelling Type

: Analysis according to Total Disposal Household Income

Conclusions

aprwNBEF

Variable HHO50
Ability to pay to keep home adequately war
Comments
. Analysis according to Household Type
: Analysis according to tenure status
: Analysis according to Degree of Urbanization
- Analysis according to Dwelling Type
: Analysis according to Total Disposal Household Income
onclusions

OV WN R

Final Conclusion




Introduction
The SILC Survey is the starting point of our analysis. This is basedsample of the
population Six thousandBelgian householdsvere questioned. e total number of

householdsn the countryhas beerextrapoatedto 4.477600.

Nevertheless, to check the representativeness of the SILC survey, we compared the results
to those ofother surveyscarried outon similar subjects.



Variable HS020:
Arrears on utility bills (electricity, water, gas)

Comment
Letus precise thawe only mentionenergy, water and phone lslarrears.

According to apaper fromthe Servicefor Fight against Poverty, Insecurity aSokcial
Exclusion, the number of payment plans accepted by the enstpplierfor households in
difficulty, are:

- 52.280 for the Flemish Region

- 105.000 for the Walloon Region

- 34.000 for theBrusselRegion.

Thatis to say aout 4 %of the Belgian households agaiff %for the SILCsurvey

Another study of the WalloonInstitute for AssessmentForcastingand Satistics (IWEPS)
shows trat 48 %of the number offiles in debts mediationconcern gasand electricity
(againsk5 %for water and39 %for phonebills), the averagealebt of energybillsbeing of!
872 @gainst 498for water and! 693for phonebills).

At the time of the set upof the social energguidance in the Walloon Regiord, some
workshops determined populationconcerned made upof:

- economcally weak households

- singleparentfamiles especially women

- young households

- low incomeshouseholds

0 tenants withrents allinclusive

over-debted people
people living innsalubrious or irbad comfort dwellings
people usinglefector incorrect appliances
households whalonOt really know theaonsumption
people ®cialy isolated
households with &eryhigh rens comparedto their incomes

O O0OO0OO0OO0Oo

! CFacts and figuresHow many people face a total or partial cut of energy suplyService for the fight
against poverty, insecurity and social exaunsi

2 CWelfare Cohesion, Chapter Right to decente inconte, IWEPS, 2006

% OEnergy guidance in the social sector, training and set up of a didaip\talbdon Institute, Centre for
training and psychgociological Intervention and the interdisaifgiy centre for trainers training from
University of Liege on behalf of Ministry for the Walloon Region, final rep6@5/24/2002



1 : Analysis according to Household Type

Households who have been in utility bill arrears, according to
household type
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Graph 1

Number of households in utilitity bill arrears according to Household

type
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- Graph 1showsthat howseholds composedf 2 aduls without dependent childen
are OundetrrepresentedOConversely singleparents are overrepresented That
proves that singleparents areparticubrly concerned by utility bill arrears problem

- We notice that singlepeople with or without dependent chilcen representthe
majority of the households with utility bill arrears problens2 %).We can make a
link with the public concerned by th&ocialenergy guidance

- Households with at least one dependent child come in the seqolade among
households with utility bill arrears problems.



2 : Analys is according to tenure status

Households in utility bill arrears, according to tenure status
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Graph 3

Number of households in utility bill arrears according to tenure status
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Graph 4



Notes

- Graph 3 shows that the owners are undeepresented and the tenants owver
represented

- Graph4 shows that the utility bill arrearsoncern inparticulartenants(64%).They
aretherefore people concernedvith the fight againsgnergy relategoverty.



3 : Analysis Accordingtothe Deqgree of U rbanisat ion

Households in utility bill arrears, according to degree of urbanisation
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Graph 5

Number of households in utility bill arrears according to degree of
urbanisation
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Graph 6



Notes

- Graph 5 shows that households living ia densely populated area are over
represented and the households living an intermediate areaare under
represented

- Belgum being a high demographic density country, itOs obvious that people in utility
bill arrears are moreoftenlocated in high density areas



4 : Analysis According to Dwelling T ype

Households in utility bill arrears, according to dwelling type
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Graph 7

Number of households in utility bill arrears according to dwelling type
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Notes

- Graph 7 shows that households living isolatedl houses are underepresented
while those living in buildindgs or >= 10flatg are overrepresented

- Households living inigolatedor grouped housesare in the majority compared to
the other types of housin¢s0 %).
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5 : Analysis according to total disposal household income

Households in utility bill arrears, according to total disposable
household income ( Calculated in decile )
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Number of households in utility bill arrears according to the disposable income
D10; 4284; 2%
D9; 7474; 3%

D8; 9110; 4%
D1; 47924; 20%
D7;17511; 7%

D6; 26410; 11%

D2; 36226; 15%

D5; 27441; 12%

D4: 27681: 12 D3; 31893; 14%
) ) o

Graph 10

12



Notes

- Graph 9 shows that the firs decile represents 20% of householdsn utility bill
arrears.

- 40 %of the poorest households represen61% of the households in utility bill
arrears

- It is only beyond the6th decile that the percentageof households in utility bill
arrearscomesunder 10%.

Conclusions

From the above analysihe identikit picture of a household in utility bill arrears is a
singleperson living alone, with or without dependent chigd, tenant living more often
than not in ansolatedor grouped house and with a xelow income

The above identikit picture fits the people concerned by the social energy guidance on
the majority of the points.
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Variable HH040:
Leaking roof, damp walls/floors/foundation, or rot in window
frames or floor

Comment

According to a stug linked to the 2001 socic-economic survey, 15%of the Belgian
housing stockvas built beforel919and17%between1919and1945,the European average
being ofl1%for dwellings beforel919and12%for dwellings betweerl919and1945.The
percentageof dwellings built betweed980and2000is of 22 % the European average being
of 30%.This study also showthat the quality of housings has not been improved in the
course of time Indeed,13,3%of the Flemish housings agait8t1%n Wallonia and24%in
BrusslsRegion are irpoor condition.616.000dwellingsthat is to sayl5,9%of the whole
Belgia dwellings are inpoor condition. In the SILC survey 14,8%o0f the households
answeredCyesEto the questionrelativeto dampness and/or roin their dwelling

The 2001socio-economicsurveyis based on 2 indicators:

- Firstly concerning the physical state of the dwelling takinp accountthe six
elements submited to the socieeconomic survey thatis to say the electrical
installation, the inside and aitle condition of walls, windows, gutters and the
roof. Which, according to the guarantors, need little or important repair

- Secondlyconcerning the synthesis of the dwellingOs state based on the technical
sheet issuedby the Flemish Housing Code.

So, te different elenents of the dwelling have been leveéaded The penalty threshold
showing inadequate housing atefined by the Flemish Housing Code has been used to
makea distinction between good, average, bad or very bad housing.

State of the housin g Score
Good 0
Average 0,01BD2
Bad 2,01D6,66
Very bad 6,67D10

“CDwelling in Belgium: Monographies,the 2001 soci®conomic surveyED. Vanneste, Katholieke
Universiteit Leuvenb Afdeling Sociale en Economische Geografie, L. Goossens, Universiteit Antw&pen
Sociology Department en Sociaal Beleid, et I. Thomas, UniversitZ Catholique de L&u@sology and
Geography Department.
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| : Analysis A ccording to  Household T ype

Households w ho consider to have problems of leaking roof,dam pw allsfloorffoundation,or rot
inw indow frame or floor in their dw elling,according to household type
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Graph 11

Number of households consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rotin window frame or floor in their

dwelling,according to household type
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Graph 12
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Notes

Graph 11 shows that the households composed 2 adults without dependent
children are underrepresented. Converse)ysingle parents are ovaepresented.

The single peoplavithout dependent chilcen represent 38%o0f householdshaving
dampness and/or rot problems$n the 2001 socioc-economic surveysingle people
without dependent chilcen represent32%o0f the households having an average or
bad to very bad quality housing.
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2 : Analysis A ccording to the Tenure S tatus

Households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,

dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their dwelling,
according to tenure status
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Graph 13

Number of households Households who consider to have problems of
leaking roof, dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor
in their dwelling, according to tenure status
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Graph 14
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Notes

- Graph 13 shows that owners are underepresented and tenantsare over-
represented

- Graph14shows thatowner householdsepresent themajority.
- According to the2001 socio-economic surveythe percentageof owners having an
average, or bad tovery bad housingepresent 62% against 38% for tenants, this

surveymakes nadistinction between renting or free housing and the other types of
renting So, the problers of housing quality concern owners as waditenants.

18



3 : Analysis According to Deg ree of U rbanisation

Households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,

dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their dwelling,
according to degree of urbanisation
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Graph 15

Number of households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their
dwelling, according to degree of urbanisation
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Graph 16
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Notes

- Graph 15 shows that households living ia densely populated area are over
represented while households livinganintermediate area are wer-represented.

- As for the previous variableit is not amazing to see that households having
dampness and/or rot problemend up once moren densely populated areas.

- The socieeconomicsurvey shows thab56%of the average or bad to very bad quality
housingsin anurban area
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: Analysis According to D welling T ype

Households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their
dwelling, according to dwelling type
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Graph 17

Number of households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their dwelling
according to dwelling type
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21%

Grouped house;
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Graph 18
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Notes

- Graph17 shows that the households livingisolated houseare underrepresented
while thoseliving in the other types of dwellings are ovepresented.

- Graph 18 shows that the households living an isolatedor grouped house are
widely in the majority in relation to the other types of housi(k® %).
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5 : Analysis A ccording to Total Disposal Household | ncome

Households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their
dwelling, according to total disposable household income ( Calculated

in decile )
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Graph 19

Number of households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their dwelling,
according to the disposable income
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Notes

Graph 19 shows that thepercentage of the first 6 decilesare all above 10% whktlthe

last deciles aregemainat 7%.Dampness and/or rot problemconcern allof the social
classes.

Conclusions

- BelgumObousing quality is veyoor.

Households living imsolatedor grouped houses are more concerned by dampness
and/or rot problems than those living in f&at
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Variable HHO50:
Ability to payto keep home adequately warm

Theresults relativeto this variablecamot be compared to those of other studies
The only data aviable on this subjectomes from the survey on household budget in
1997/1998 where 7%of the Belgars had difficUties payngtheir heating bik.

1 : Analysis A ccording to  Household Type

Households unable to pay to keep home adequately w arm in last 12 months,according to
household type
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5 National Institué of Statistic
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Number of households unable to pay to keep home adequately
warm in last 12 months, according to household type

2 adults, at least 1
dependent child;
137848; 21%
Single people ;

Single-parent, at 279745: 43%

least 1 dependent
child; 65680; 10%

S

2 adults, without

dependent
children; 170763;
26%

Graph 22

Notes

- Graph 21shows that households composed of 2 adults with or without dependent

childben are unde-represented. Converselysingle people with or without

dependent chilcen are overrepresented.

- The single peoplevithout dependent chilen represent43%of households having

difficuliesto payfor keegng theirhome adguatdy warm.
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2 : Analysis A ccordingto Tenure S tatus

Households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in last 12 months,
according to tenure status
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Graph 23

Number of households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in
last 12 months, according to tenure status
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providedrent-free;
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Graph 24 5
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Notes

- Graph 23 shows that owners are undemrepresented and that tenants over
represented

- Graph 24 shows that53% of householdsare havingdifficulies to keep theirhome
acequatelywarm.
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3 : Analysis According to Degree of U rbanisation

Households unable to pay to keep home adequately warmm in last 12 months,
according to degree of urbanisation
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Graph 25

Number of households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in
last 12 months, according to degree of urbanisation
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Notes

- Graph 25 shows that households livingh a densely populated area and in
intermediate area are slightly undegpresented whgt households living ia less
populated area are overepresented

- The majority of households having difficudtte keep their home adequately warm
lives inadensey populated area.
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: Analysis According to  Dwelling T ype

Households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in last 12
months, according to dwelling type

30
25
20
15
10

B =

Isolated House Grouped House Hat ina building <10 Hat in a building >=10
dwellings dwelling

B The part of households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm inlast 12 months
B %0f the Total households

Graph 27

Number of households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in last 12
months, according to dwelling type
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Graph 28
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Notes

- Graph 27 shows thatthe households living insolated houses are under
represented while households iing in other types of housing are owver
represented

- Households living irsolatedor grouped houses and having difficudtie keep their

homes adequately warm are widely in the majority compared to those liviraiher
types of housing72 %).
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5 : Anal ysis Accordingto T otal Dispo sal Household I ncome

Households unable to pay to keep home adequately warm in last 12
months, according to total disposable household income ( Calculated in
decile)
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Graph 29

Number of households who consider to have problems of leaking roof,
dampwalls/floor/foundation,or rot in window frame or floor in their dwelling,
according to the disposable income
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Notes

Graph 29 shows that48 % of households having difficusi¢o keep their home
adequately warm are amor&%of households with the lowest incomes. i only at
the sixth deile that the percentage of households having difficslte keep their
homes adequatdy warm is undeia 10 %threshold

Conclusions

From the above analysis, the identikit picture of a houdeaving difficult®eto keep
its home adguatdy warm is a personliving alone ira densely populated area, rather
than anowner and living more often than not in asolatedor grouped house and having
low availablencome.
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Final c onclusion

Fuelpoverty mainly concerns thsingle peoplevith or without dependent childen and
owners rather than tenants.

Though dampness and/or rot problems have been notamadngsocial classes,
40 %of the poorest households are more concerned by fuel poverty.

Improving quality of Belgian housiisgone of the best waysof leading thefight against
poverty.
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